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ing the water, so the gas-men gave away the tax to the
boys for use in celebrating the Fourth of July and
election night or sold it for roofing.
But this same tar, which for a hundred years
thrown away and nearly half of which is thrown
yet in the United States, turns out to he one of the
useful things in the world.   It is one of the strategic
points in war and commerce.   It wounds and heals.   It
supplies munitions and medicines.   It is like the magic
purse of Fortanatus from which anything wished for
eould he drawn.   The chemist puts his hand into the
black mass and draws out all the colors of the rainbow.
This evil-smelling substance beats the rose in the pro-
duction of perfume and surpasses the hamey-eoimb in
sweetness.
Bishop Berkeley, after having proved that aH mat-
ter was in your mind, wrote a book to prove that
iar would cure all diseases.    Nobody reads it now.
The name is enough to frighten them off: "Siris: A
3hain of Philosophical Reflections and Inquiries Con-
cerning the Yirtnes of Tar Water."   He had a sort of
nystieal idea that tar contained the quintessence of the
forest, the purified spirit of the trees, which
somehow revive the spirit of man.   People said he
jrazy on the subject, and doubtless he was, hut the in-
cresting thing about it is that not even Ms active anel
ngenious imagination could "begin to suggest all of the
rtrange things that can he got out of tar, whether wood
>r coal.
The reason why tar supplies all sorts of useful mate-
ial is because it is indeed the quintessence of the for-
est, of the forests of untold millenniums if it is coal tar.